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Welcome

• A little about me
• Who’s in the audience
• Who’s attended one of my sessions (for state 

assessments)
• How long have you been working with state 

assessments
• Rate knowledge of SBAC accommodations
• What about science accommodations



Topics for Today

• Supports and Accommodations
• 3-tiered approach
• TIDE system (supports and 

accommodations)
• Tools and resources available
• This ‘n That



Smarter Balanced Assessment
State ELA and Math Assessment



Tools, Supports, & 
Accommodations

• South Dakota's version of Smarter 
Balanced: Usability, Accessibility and 
Accommodations guidance 
document

• Guidelines apply to all students
• Three levels of support
• Not just for Special Education staff, 

but for all staff including classroom 
teachers

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx
Scroll down to the Designated Supports and 
Accommodations table towards bottom of page

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx


SBAC Accommodations

Three levels of support 
both embedded and 
non-embedded
• Universal Tools

– For ALL students

• Designated Supports
– For SOME students

• Documented 
Accommodations
– For a FEW students

Taken from the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium: 
Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines document





Universal Tools
For ALL students

All Students



Universal Tools

• Provided for all students
– Digitally (Embedded – part of the technology 

platform) or 
– Separately (Non-embedded – outside of the 

computer)
• Based on student preference and 

selection
• Can be turned off if tool is viewed as a 

distraction
• Tools should be used in other digital 

environments so students are familiar 
with them



Universal Tools
Provided for ALL students

– Breaks
– Calculator (grades 6-8 & 11)

– Digital Notepad
– English Dictionary (for 

ELA performance task full write)

– English Glossary
– Expandable Passages
– Global Notes (for ELA 

performance tasks

– Highlighter
– Keyboard Navigation

– Line Reader
– Mark for Review
– Math Tools
– Spell Check (for ELA items)

– Strikethrough
– Thesaurus (for ELA 

performance task full writes)

– Writing Tools
– Zoom (can be set at a larger font 

in TIDE)

Embedded Tools



Universal Tools
Provided for ALL students

Non-Embedded Tools

– Breaks
– English Dictionary (for ELA performance task full writes)

– Scratch Paper
– Thesaurus (for ELA performance task full writes)



What do some of these tools look like?







Questions about the Tools



Level 2 – Designated Supports
For SOME students

Some Students



Designated Supports

• For any student for which a need has been 
indicated
– By an educator or 
– By a team of educators with parent/guardian and/or 

student
– Through a consistent process

• IEP (Individual Education Plan)
• RtI (Response to Intervention)
• LAP (Language Acquisition Plan)
• SAT (Student Assistance Team)
• District process

• Currently being used for instruction and/or other 
assessment

• Identified prior to the assessment
• Activated prior to testing in the TIDE (Test 

Information Distribution Engine)



Designated Supports
Provided for SOME Students

Embedded Supports

– Color Contrast
– Masking
– Mouse Pointer (size & color)
– Streamline
– Text-to-speech (Grades 3-8, &11 for all Math and ELA items) (May 

need to download Julie Voice pack for PC Computers)
– Translated test directions
– Translations (glossaries for math items)
– Translations (stacked for math items)
– Turn off universal tools



Designated Supports
Provided for SOME Students

Non-Embedded Supports
– Amplification (permissive mode must be enabled) 

– Bilingual dictionary (for ELA performance task full writes)

– Color contrasts
– Color overlays
– Magnification (permissive mode may need to be enabled)

– Medical Device
– Noise Buffers
– Read aloud (Grades 3-8, & 11 for all math and ELA items – not reading passages – must be certified 

staff)

– Scribe (for ELA non-writing items and math items – must be certified staff)

– Separate setting
– Simplified Test Directions
– Translated Test Directions (PDF of directions translated in the language read by an adult)

– Translations (glossaries for math items)



Simplified Directions
Designated Support for SBAC

• Information about simplified test directions 
can be found at 
https://sd.portal.airast.org/resources/oper
ational-assessments-sdsba-ta/

• Can simplify the information in the SAY 
box in the Test Administrator’s Manual

• Simplified directions is NOT simplifying 
the test questions.

https://sd.portal.airast.org/resources/operational-assessments-sdsba-ta/




What do some of these supports look 
like?





Questions about Designated Supports



Documented Accommodations
For FEW students



Documented Accommodations

• Documented need for the support such as an 
IEP or a 504 plan
– Decisions made by a team
– Information must be entered in the TIDE so they can 

be activated
• Exception may be a student who has a physical 

injury such as a broken hand or arm and can’t 
use the computer
– May use the speech-to-text and/or
– Scribe
– If they have experience using these supports



Documented Accommodations
For FEW students

Embedded Accommodations 

– American Sign Language (for ELA listening items and 
math items)

– Braille
– Braille Transcript (ELA listening passages)

– Closed Captioning (for ELA listening passages)

– Text-to-speech (for ELA reading passages)



Documented Accommodations
For FEW students

Non-embedded Accommodations

– 100s Number Table (grade 4 and up)

– Abacus
– Alternate response options (may need to enable permissive mode)

– Braille (paper/pencil assessment)

– Calculator (Braille & Talking for calculator items only, grades 6-8, & 11)

– Multiplication Table (grade 4 and above for math items – single digit 1-9)

– Print on demand (contact DOE)

– Read aloud (for ELA passages – must be certified staff) 

– Scribe (for writing items – must be certified staff)

– Speech to text (need a voice recognition software and must enable permissive 
mode)– Word Prediction (must have word prediction software and must enable 
permissive mode)



Word Prediction

• For students with 
– documented motor or orthopedic impairments
– Moderate to sever learning disabilities that 

prevent them from recalling, processing or 
expressing written language

• Allows students to begin writing a word or 
choose from a list of words

• Must have the word prediction software
• Student must be familiar with the software



Word Prediction Cautions
• Program MUST use only single word 

prediction
• Deactivate the following

– Phrase prediction
– Predict ahead
– Next word
– Expanded dictionaries such as

• Topic dictionaries
• Work banks

• May use
– Phonic spelling functionality
– Built in speech output 



Caution

For Accommodations

• Student must be on an IEP or 504 to 
receive accommodation
• If not, will invalidate the assessment
• Student will not receive a score
• Will count as a non-participant

• If there is an exception, contact 
Assessment Office at DOE



Questions about Accommodations



This and That



Permissive Mode

• Needed for Non-Embedded Supports 
and/or Accommodations that need to 
interact with the computer
– Amplification
– Magnification
– Noise Buffers
– Alternate Response Options
– Speech-to-Text
– Word Prediction



Print on Demand

• What is it
– Complicated way to print the assessment
– Takes 3-4 times longer to take the 

assessment
– Many security breach concerns

• Who should receive this 
accommodation
– Students that can’t sit in front of a computer 

screen
• Causes migraines
• Triggers seizures
• Others?



Text-to-Speech vs Read Aloud
Either/or NOT both for State Assessment

• Text-to-Speech
– Computer reads 

information to student
– Student needs headset 

of some sort
– Students get information 

the same way
– More secured testing 

environment
– Student is more 

independent

• Read Aloud
– Read by a trained 

certified staff
– One-on-one 

administration
– Less secure
– Student depends on 

someone else



Text-to-Speech/Read Aloud
One of the other – not both

Designated Support

• ELA – items
• ELA PT – all
• Math – all

• Only for those who need it
• Not for all kids in classroom
• May hinder not help 

Accommodations

• ELA – passages

• Should be very few in the 
state

• Print disability
• Documented on IEP
• Receiving intensive 

instruction and interventions 
in fundamental reading

• Requires specialized 
formats for reading



More questions



Student Information in TIDE
(Test Information Distribution Engine)

• How many know what 
this is?

• How many have 
access to this?

• Are you responsible 
for updating this? 

• Who in your district 
updates this?



Student Information



Checking for Supports and 
Accommodation Settings

• What do you need to check?
• Who is responsible for this?
• How is this process completed and when?



Student Information



Finding the student



Choose the student



Check for IDEA or 504



Notice tools and designated supports are 
both in the drop down (embedded)



Notice designated support and 
accommodations are both listed 

(embedded)



Non-embedded designated supports 
(notice checkboxes and scroll bar)



Embedded Accommodations



Knowing if students have a designated 
support or an accommodation enabled 

individually OR……



Exporting a file to check designated 
supports and accommodations



Or



More of a PDF or Word document for 
checking student settings



Resources



Documents

• Special Considerations
• Reading Passages

• Gr 3-5
• Gr 6-11

• Print on Demand



Special Accommodation Considerations

• For those accommodations not listed for the 
state assessment

• Students are currently using for instructional 
purposes

• Cannot violate the constructs of the 
assessment

• Must be an accommodation, not a 
modification

• Cannot be used unless approved by SD 
DOE (Assessment Office)
– Fill out form
– Email to DOEAssessment@state.sd.us

mailto:DOEAssessment@state.sd.us


Reading Passages

• For a very small 
number of 
students

• For students with a 
print disability

• Must assure to all 
of the assurances

• Mailed to DOE 
(address on form)



Print on Demand

• Certified staff must 
administer assessment

• Scribe must be certified 
staff

• 2 computers
– One for student 

assessment
– One for TA to print

• Secured printer
• Shredded
• Fill out form and mail to 

address on form



Calculator as an accommodation

• Braille or talking calculator
• Send information in email to Beth

• Remember-
– Embedded calculator for grades 6-8 & 11 as a 

tool so ALL students do have access to a 
calculator for the appropriate items



Resources and Tools



Teacher/Coordinator Tools

• UAAG
• Accommodation Manual
• ISSAP Tool
• Student Planning Tool
• Tide Settings Worksheet

• http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx


ISAAP Tool
(Individual Student Assessment Accessibility Profile)

• Tool used to help document decisions on 
designated supports and 
accommodations needed

• Can be used to provide information to 
person designated to input TIDE 
information



ISAAP Tool
(Individual Student Assessment Accessibility Profile)

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx


Another Student Plan Tools
• State developed tool 

– SBAC Student Plan 
Worksheet

– http://doe.sd.gov/octe/S
MARTERbalanced.aspx
- in the Designated 
Supports and 
Accommodations 
Information Table 
(towards the bottom of 
the page)

• District developed tool
• IEP (Individual 

Education Plan) 
process

• LAP (Language 
Acquisition Plan) 
process

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx


TIDE Settings Worksheet



State Assessment Accommodations Worksheet



Training Materials

• Read Aloud Protocol
• Scribe Protocol
• http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx


More Resources

• TIDE Manual
• Page 35 – Tool, supports, & accommodations 

panel
• Test Administrator's User Guide

• Page 15 talks about turning off the tools
• Page 17 talks about Print on Demand
• Page 27 talks about TTS Sound Check
• Page 32 and beyond talks about Test Tools
• Page 49 talks about permissive mode



This and That

• Smartboards
• Practice/training 

website
– http://sd.portal.airast.org/
– Secured Browser

http://sd.portal.airast.org/


Things to Think About

• Who enters the Supports and 
Accommodation settings in TIDE?

• How do you collect that information?
• When should you collect that information?
• What information needs to be sent DOE 

to set in TIDE?
• When does that need to be done?
• How can we prepare our students for the 

assessment?



SOUTH DAKOTA SCIENCE 
ASSESSMENT



Accommodations
• South Dakota Science Assessment –

http://doe.sd.gov/assessment/science.aspx

http://doe.sd.gov/assessment/science.aspx


Online Science Accommodations
• Embedded Tools

– Answer Choice Eliminator
– Calculator
– Highlighter
– Line Reader
– Notepad
– Reference Sheets
– Ruler
– Zoom

• Non-embedded Tools
– Reference Sheets
– Scratch Paper

• Embedded Accommodations
– Answer Masking
– Color Contrast 
– Text-to-Speech (also available 

for EL students is LAP)
– Zoom (enhanced)

• Non-embedded 
Accommodations
– ASL
– Braille
– Color Overlay
– Flexible Schedule
– Read Aloud (needs to be 

trained) (also available for EL 
students on LAP)

– Scribe
– Separate Setting



Paper/Pencil Science 
Accommodations

• Same as in previous years
• Only for those few colony schools not 

using technology (contact Assessment 
Office)

• Still need to mark the student 
demographic sheet for accommodations



Guidelines and/or Training

• Read Aloud – SBAC Read Aloud Guidelines
• Scribe – SBAC Scribing Protocol
• Sign Language – (Contact SD DOE)

Found at: 
http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx


Final Questions



Contact Information

Beth Schiltz
South Dakota Department of Education

Office of Special Education
605-773-4257

Beth.Schiltz@state.sd.us
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