SDSA Performance Level Descriptors – 5th Grade

Level 1
A student performing at Level 1 has not met most of the fundamental expectations of South Dakota’s Science Standards at the end of 5th grade.  A student at this level has demonstrated knowledge of classifying objects such as animals, plants, rocks, and other matter based on observable properties.  They can also recognize physical or chemical changes, weathering and erosion, different forms of energy and how it is transferred through an ecosystem, as well as climates in their own region.

Level 2
A student performing at Level 2 has partially met the expectations of South Dakota’s Science Standards at the end of 5th grade.  A student at this level has demonstrated knowledge of matter including different properties, how it is conserved as well as transferred through an ecosystem.  They also know how to identify and calculate plant and animal members of an ecosystem.  They can identify rock stratification, weathering, and erosion.

Level 3
A student performing at Level 3 meets the expectations of South Dakota’s Science Standards at the end of 5th grade.  A student at this level demonstrated knowledge of conservation of matter, interactions of forces and motion, animal and plant structure and function, differences in populations of organisms, weathering and erosion as well as changes in landscapes over time, patterns in global climates.

Level 4
[bookmark: _GoBack]A student performing at Level 4 exceeds the expectations of South Dakota’s Science Standards at the end of 5th grade.  A student at this level has consistently demonstrated knowledge of interactions of forces between objects, transfer of matter and energy through ecosystems, and how changes in one area of Earth can spread to other areas.
