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Industry-Recognized Credentials Guidelines and Request Form

The Department of Education maintains a list of approved industry-recognized credentials ensure students can transfer attained industry-recognized credentials to postsecondary and the workforce. Industry-recognized credentials should further a student’s pathway, not hinder it.  To meet those goals, the department uses the following criteria to determine which industry-recognized credentials to promote: 

1) Industry recognized and valued 
2) Aligned to CTE course and/or program of study 
3) Transference to postsecondary 
4) Transference to high quality employment 

1) Industry Recognized and Valued: For any industry-recognized credential to be promoted, it is essential that the industry-recognized credential is recognized and valued by the targeted industry. The industry-recognized credentials promoted by the department have been vetted by respective career cluster industry advisory councils. If an identified industry-recognized credential was recognized but not valued, it was not included in the final department-promoted list. All promoted industry-recognized credentials must show both.
 
2) Aligned to CTE Course and/or Program of Study: Department-promoted industry-recognized credentials should be representative of the learning a student has mastered through the successful completion of an aligned CTE course and/or program of study. It is important that this alignment exists and that the content in the industry-recognized credential is not simply representative of a few standards within a course.  

Industry-recognized credentials can be stackable credentials, such as Microsoft Office Suite certifications as identified within the Business Management program of study, or they can be a capstone, meaning they represent the culmination of acquired skills through the completion of a particular program of study, such as Certified Nursing Assistant certification. Regardless, students should be well-prepared through their CTE program of study to pass the industry industry-recognized credential exam.  CTE course standards align to industry-recognized and valued certifications and ensure that this alignment exists to appropriately prepare students.

3) Transference to Postsecondary: Transferability to postsecondary refers to industry-recognized credentials that are accepted for credit or hours by postsecondary institutions.

4) Transference to High-Quality Employment: In addition to being industry valued and recognized, department-promoted industry-recognized credentials must lead to high quality employment. Therefore, all promoted industry-recognized credentials should translate into job opportunities above entry level positions.

As districts across the state seek to prepare more students for success after high school in postsecondary and the workforce, department-promoted industry-recognized credentials should be part of any district’s larger strategic approach and priorities.










	South Dakota Department of Education
Industry Credentialing Interest Request Form
Return Form to :  brad.scott@state.sd.us

	Credential Source Information

	Date of Submission
	

	Credential Title/Name
(Complete official name)
	

	Source Company Name
	

	Web Site URL Address
	

	Contact Information of Requester
(Name, Telephone, and E-Mail Address)
	

	Credential Contractor Information

	Contractor Company Name
(Company managing the credential if different from Source)
	

	Contact Information (Include email, website and phone number)
	

	Test Administration

	Test Site
(School, Online, or Offsite, with details)
	

	Teaching Aids?
(Pre-test, study guide or blueprint available)
	List all available:

	Details on accessing Teaching Aids
	

	Please indicate:
	Number of test items
	

		Time allowed (minutes)
	

		Passing score (Percentage)
	

		Cost
	

	Is the instructor allowed to take this test?
	|_| YES	|_| NO

	Additional information to assist in determining suitability of credential
	

	Are special accommodations for student test takers allowed?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please specify:
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