Sample Letter for Parents Regarding South Dakota Science Alternate Assessment
Schools may adapt this letter and print it on school letterhead.

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Your child is eligible to participate in the South Dakota Science Alternate Assessment, an assessment developed for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.  The purpose of this letter is to provide you with more information about the South Dakota Science Alternate Assessment (SDSAA).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The SDSAA is based on alternate achievement standards which have been derived from and are connected to the state’s achievement standards. The overall goal of the SDSAA is to make sure that all students achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for such post-high school options such as college, career, and community participation.  While designed for students with significant cognitive disabilities, the SDSAA reflects the higher expectations for achievement contained in the alternate achievement standards. 
Students in grades 5, 8, and 11 are required to participate in the SDSAA during this year’s testing window which runs from (start date) through (end date).  If you have questions, please contact [School Contact] at [School Contact Information].  
Sincerely,
[School Principal or SPED Coordinator]
[Contact Information]
