

Essential Question 3: Are youth with disabilities college, career, and life ready?
INDICATOR 1 (Results) 
Graduation Rate
	Measurement: Percent of youth with IEP’s graduating from high school with a regular diploma in 4 years.
Indicator Goal: The goal of Indicator 1 is to improve the graduation rate of students with disabilities. South Dakota has a gap between the graduation rate of students with and without disabilities. This document can help determine if there is a graduation gap in a district, and to identify resources that can help to close that gap.
[image: ]Indicator Connections: To graduate, students must remain in school (Ind. 2: Dropout Rate). Creating and implementing a strong transition plan with appropriate supports for students (Ind. 13: Transition) may help to create a strong foundation for students to reach the goal of being college, career, and life ready (Ind. 14: Post-School Outcomes).


[image: ] Entering/Accessing Your Data
	Indicator Access Points
Results for this indicator come from SIMS/Infinite Campus, under the Enrollment tab.
· See Indicator Access Point Document (SPP Binder)
	
	Submission Timeline
· Verify District SIMS/Infinite Campus data by the second Friday in June.
· The Appeal Window takes place during the Report Card Appeal Window.



	Calculation Guide
A ÷ (B+C-D-E) x 100
A= Students with IEPs (SWD) in grades 9-12 who graduated in 4 years (cohort).
B= 9th grade SWD (cohort)* 
C= SWD who transferred into cohort
D= SWD who transferred out of cohort
E= SWD who emigrated or died
· original cohort includes graduates, dropped, and served until age 21
	
	Calculation Example
Cohort Group:
20 Students with IEPs started 9th grade in the fall of 2010-2011
As 12th graders (fall 13-14):
15 Students with IEPs graduated with regular diploma
· 2 dropped out
· 3 will be served until age 21
· 0 transferred in
· 1 transferred out 
· 0 emigrated or died
15 ÷ (20 – 1) x 100 = 78.9% 
SWDs graduated with a
regular diploma



[image: ]Analyzing Your Data
	
	SY1314
	SY1415
	SY1516
	SY1617
	SY1718
	SY1819

	Target ≥
	83.00%
	84.50%
	85.00%
	85.00%
	85.00%
	85.00%

	State Rate
	61.82%
	59.35%
	
	
	
	


*Targets are set every 6 years
Improving Your Results
Not happy with your results?
· What factors led to students completing high school in four years? Were similar strategies and procedures in place for all students with disabilities?
· Is the most appropriate curriculum for each student being implemented?
· How can districts work with younger students to ensure that the proper course of study is being followed and necessary credits are being earned toward graduation?
Frequently Asked Questions
Is my district’s data accurate?
Your data is taken from the information a district entered into SIMS/Infinite Campus. Double-check the accuracy of exit codes. *see Crosswalk document (SPP Binder).
But what about students who receive transition services?
[image: mage result for free clipart lightning bolt]The IEP team may determine that it is in the best interest of the student to continue with services and therefore, not graduate as part of the cohort. See the technical assistance document “Guidance Policy: Applying Graduation Requirements to Students with Disabilities” for further guidance * see Resources below
Remember:
SPP/APR Graduation data is always one year behind. The 2014-2015 report includes 2013-2014 graduates.
SWDs who drop out or are served until age 21 are included in calculation as non-graduates only during their cohort year.
Resources
	1. SD DOE State Performance Plan webpage: https://doe.sd.gov/sped/SPP.aspx 
2. Transition Services Liaison Project: www.tslp.org
3. Dropout Prevention Center: www.ndpc-sd.org
4. National High School Center: www.betterhighschools.org
5. Guidance Policy: Applying Graduation Requirements to Students with Disabilities for further guidance https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/GraduationQA.pdf 
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