

Essential Question 3: Are youth with disabilities ready for, college, career, and life?
INDICATOR 2 (Results) 
Dropout Rate
	Measurement: Percent of students with IEP’s dropping out of high school.
[image: ]Indicator Goal: The goal of Indicator 2 is to decrease the dropout rate of students with disabilities. South Dakota recognizes that students with disabilities have a higher dropout rate than their nondisabled peers. This document can help determine if there is a dropout gap between students with disabilities and their non-disabled peers in a district, and to identify resources that can help to close that gap.
Indicator Connections: Research shows a strong link between suspension (Indicator 4) and student dropout rates https://www.edutopia.org/blog/link-between-suspension-and-dropout-robyn-gee Also, creating and implementing a strong transition plan with appropriate supports for students (Ind. 13: Transition), will help to create a strong foundation for students to reach the goal of being college, career, and life ready (Ind. 14: Post High School Outcomes). Graduation (Ind. 1) will more likely occur when students are provided a viable motivation to remain in school.


[image: ] Entering/Accessing Your Data
	Indicator Access Points
Information is collected through SIMS/Infinite Campus, utilizing the special education exit code (07 and 08) or Sped Exiter Report in SD STARS from the year prior to the SPP Report date as well as Child Count from that year (i.e. 2014-15 SPP report uses Exit and Child Count data from 2013-2014).

	
	Submission Timeline
· Data reflects all enrolled by the last Friday in September
· Verify your SIMS/Infinite Campus exit data by the second Friday in June
· The Appeal Window takes place during the Report Card Appeal Window



	Calculation Guide
A ÷ B × 100 =%
A= Students with IEPs in grades 7-12 who are enrolled as of Dec. 1 child count and dropped out (Exit Code 08) or Moved Not known to Continue (Exit Code 07).
B= Students with IEPs in grades 7-12 who are enrolled as of Dec. 1 child count.
	
	Calculation Example
 2 students dropped out during the calendar year and did not return in fall enrollment
20 students with IEPs enrolled for grades 7–12.
(2 ÷ 20) x 100 = 10%
10% of students dropped out




[image: ] Analyzing Your Data
	
	SY1314
	SY1415
	SY1516
	SY1617
	SY1718
	SY1819

	Target ≤
	3.00%
	2.90%
	2.90%
	2.80%
	2.50%
	2.40%

	State Rate
	2.53%
	2.76%
	
	
	
	


*Targets are set every 6 years
Improving Your Results
Not happy with your results?
· Check for accuracy of data. Review SIMS/Infinite Campus system to ensure enrollment and special education records are accurate.
· Determine reasons connected to students who dropped out, i.e. was an appropriate course of study developed and followed?
· Determine if transition plan was not only implemented, but revisited and adjusted when IEP team deemed necessary.
· Does the district monitor attendance records carefully?
· Does the district have a system for tracking access to curriculum during suspension/expulsion?
Frequently Asked Questions
Is my district’s data accurate?
Your data is taken from the SIMS/Infinite Campus system, but lags one year behind the SPP/APR. In other words, the Dropout Rate for the 2014-15 APR was taken from the SIMS/Infinite Campus system for the 2013-2014 school year.
[image: mage result for free clipart lightning bolt]Remember: 
Always update Dropout and Moved NOT Known to Continue exit codes for students. If a student returns the next fall, the student will no longer be considered a dropout. If a student drops out, and later records are sent to a different district, change exit code for student to Known to Continue. It won’t help a district for the past year’s dropout rate, but it could help a district’s graduation rate.
Resources
	1. National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities: http://www.dropoutprevention.org/
2. SD STARS Early Warning Report: https://doe.sd.gov/sdstars/  
3. Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports: www.pbis.org
4. NASP Center: http://www.naspcenter.org/adol_sdpe.html 
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