Section 3 School-Wide Practices
SD Toolkit for Engaging Parents and Families

The types of tools found in Section 3 are related to positive school-wide
practices encompass those ways in which all school staff demonstrate their
willingness and ability to work and partner with families. Positive school-wide
practices include having great “customer” service in the front office, friendly
and helpful staff, and recognition and appreciation of the difference cultures in
the school.

School-wide Practices

Road Map for Engaging Families provides easy to use monthly ideas and resources for
engaging families.

How well is your school bridging racial, class, and cultural differences? Survey

Using surveys to build connections with families
Surveys for opening the lines of communication between teachers, families, and students.

Click here for SDMyLife

SDMylLife is an online program assisting students with navigating the career development
process. Helps students better understand themselves and how their interest, skills and
knowledge relate to real-world academic and career opportunities.

Click here for American Institute of Research
AIR is one of the world's largest behavioral and social science research and evaluation
organizations that is research based.

Click here for parent sign up form
Great site for everything! Resources and ideas for using volunteers in your classroom and
school.

Click here for 27 ways to increase family involvement in education
Tips for Teachers on engaging parents

Click here for Parent University Blog
Parent University seeks to break down barriers and forge partnerships with parents in a safe
21st Century school environment.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_b544dgA1X5czlwb0pycFlWcTQ/view?usp=sharing
https://thecornerstoneforteachers.com/how-to-use-parent-surveys-to-build-connections-with-families/
http://sdmylife.com/
http://www.air.org/expertise
http://www.ptotoday.com/filesharing/document/1752-parent-sign-up-form
https://anethicalisland.wordpress.com/2013/04/13/help-i-need-family-involvement/
http://www.sf.k12.sd.us/blog/?p=1126
http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/roadmap.pdf

If you are a facebook user — follow Parent University in Sioux Falls:
https://www.facebook.com/parentuniversitysf/

BParent-Child Activity Day

Two or three times each year ask every child to bring an adult to school for a half day.
Designate these as Parent/Child Activity Days. Base these days on a theme and the activities
the parents and children participate together in and cover whatever subject areas you are
currently working on.

Click here for tips for teachers
37 useful tips for teachers to use in their classroom.

Click here for free kits for family night
Free kits to plan an event for families

Click here for family involvement printables
Cultural Food-Driven Parental Involvement Printables

Click here for math tools
Math Tools for Reference ~ Elementary

Click here for goal setting display ideas
Lots of different ideas contained in this blog that can be used to recognize student
achievements

Click here for tips on connecting with colleagues
25 ways for teachers to connect with colleague

Click here for edtech
How to use different kinds of technology in your classroom, lots of free edtech tools

Click here for tips on classroom accommodations to help executive functioning issues
Variety of accommodations for classroom management.

Click here for principal involvement ideas
“Principalship” entails many things, but at its core, it is—and has always been—about building
trusting relationships

Click here for school climate
Activities that build school climate, improve morale, and make schools feel like a family.

Click here for social emotional development checklists for kids and teens
Great site for free resources on social and emotional skills. A child’s social emotional
development plays a huge role in their ability to find success in school and also later on in life.



https://www.facebook.com/parentuniversitysf/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/peggy/insanely-smart-school-teacher-hacks?sub=3408088_3526990&utm_term=.iipqDlXDW#.jm9E9R09Z
http://www.ptotoday.com/sfn
http://www.teach123school.com/2015/09/school-climate-building-community.html
http://www.tunstallsteachingtidbits.com/2015/06/math-tools-for-reference.html
https://www.bloglovin.com/blogs/sparkles-smiles-successful-students-5237759/goal-getters-goal-setting-display-idea-4742759676
http://www.bestcollegesonline.com/blog/25-ways-teachers-can-connect-more-with-their-colleagues/
http://elearninginfographics.com/teachers-edtech-study-infographic-400-free-edtech-tools/#sthash.33R1rHgm.qjtu
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/partnering-with-childs-school/instructional-strategies/at-a-glance-classroom-accommodations-for-executive-functioning-issues?utm_source=pinterest&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=understoodorg
http://edge.ascd.org/blogpost/15-things-every-teacher-needs-from-a-principal?crlt.pid=camp.xRV5TV8o8jr6
http://www.boystown.org/parenting/article/Pages/how-is-the-climate-at-your-teens-school.aspx
http://www.getreadytoread.org/transition-kindergarten-toolkit/preparing-parents/getting-ready-fo

This site has a detailed checklist for social, emotional development for ages 3-18

TIPS FORTEACHERS

Welcome
every student’s
family as your
education partner.

Azzurne swery family wants the best
for their children, Parents look to yau
a5 the expert. Guids them on what
wou think they reed to do to
b=k their student
achiswve sucosss.

Encourage families
to speak up for the
needs of their student.

Lt familias know that they are wour
=ducaticn partner. Explain that you need
them to shars the other factors that may

affect their student's performance so
that you can help navigete challenges
or offer more support.

Communfcate
frequently and In
the way that works best
for each famlily.

Whether vis phone, email taxt ressags or
handwritten notes, communicate with each
family in & way that not only reaches them—
but also generates & responss. Includs
positive fesdback to build trust and respact.
S==k translation suppert fram your scheol
if there iz a larguags difference.

Share power with
familles and students
when working to
Improve the school.

Empowesr famili=s and students to
contribute their woices, tims and
energy to making your school @

bemttar place to leam—
e b work.

Graphic
from
National
PTA on
the 6
types of

Family
Teach families how Engage
to support student
success. ment

Lic= students, families don't knaw the
aducation terminalagy wou da. Descrise
what you need families be do st hams n
zimple and spacific terms. Use awamples
whenewer possible. The mars you share,

the rrrs familiss will understand their

role sz wour education partrer.

Colflaborate with
community partners
that can support familles.
Learning happens in the classrocm,
in the home and in the community.
Connect families bo the resources
available to enrich the
educational experisnce.



